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Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
Review of Title III of the Cuban 
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 
July 16, 2004 

Dear lllll: 
Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the 

Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity 
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104– 
114), (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine and 
report to the Congress that suspension for 
6 months beginning August 1, 2004, of the 
right to bring an action under title III of the 
Act is necessary to the national interests of 
the United States and will expedite a transi-
tion to democracy in Cuba. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard G. 
Lugar, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Ted Stevens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, 
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom 
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on 
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young, 
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member, 
House Committee on Appropriations. This item 
was not received in time for publication in the 
appropriate issue. 

Proclamation 7802—Captive Nations 
Week, 2004 
July 16, 2004 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Each year during Captive Nations Week, 

the United States reaffirms our commitment 
to building a world where human rights, de-
mocracy, and freedom are respected and 
protected by the rule of law. As Americans, 
we believe the nonnegotiable demands of 
human dignity must be upheld without re-
gard to race, gender, creed, or nationality. 
We stand in solidarity with those living under 
repressive regimes who seek democracy and 
peaceful changes in their homelands. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, our brave 
men and women in uniform have fought for 
the freedom of those suffering under authori-
tarian governments. From Nazi Germany to 
Bosnia, and Afghanistan to Iraq, American 
service members have fought to remove bru-
tal leaders. The American people and their 
generous contributions have helped to re-
build traumatized nations and given the op-
pressed hope for the future. More than a year 
ago, American service members and our coa-
lition partners freed the Iraqi people from 
a dictatorship that routinely tortured and ex-
ecuted innocent civilians. Since then, Ameri-
cans have helped the Iraqi people establish 
institutions for the protection of human 
rights, based on democratic principles, to en-
sure that freedom will endure in the new 
Iraq. 

Earlier this summer, as our Nation paid 
respect to President Ronald Reagan, we rec-
ognized his contributions to ending the Cold 
War and advancing freedom around the 
world. In his first Inaugural Address, Presi-
dent Reagan said: ‘‘Above all, we must realize 
that no arsenal or no weapon in the arsenals 
of the world is so formidable as the will and 
moral courage of free men and women. It 
is a weapon our adversaries in today’s world 
do not have. It is a weapon that we as Ameri-
cans do have.’’ These words carry forward 
today as we continue to push for democratic 
freedoms and human rights around the 
world. 

The Congress, by Joint Resolution ap-
proved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212), has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue 
a proclamation designating the third week in 
July of each year as ‘‘Captive Nations Week.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim July 18 through July 24, 
2004, as Captive Nations Week. I call upon 
the people of the United States to observe 
this week with appropriate ceremonies and 
activities and to reaffirm their commitment 
to all those seeking liberty, justice, and self- 
determination. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of July, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of 
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the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., July 20, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 17, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on July 21. 

The President’s Radio Address 
July 17, 2004 

Good morning. Every day in America, par-
ents struggle to raise their children in a cul-
ture that too often glorifies instant gratifi-
cation and irresponsible behavior. During 
this time of great change in our Nation, Gov-
ernment must stand with families to help 
them raise healthy, responsible children. 

Yesterday, the Federal Government re-
leased its annual report called ‘‘America’s 
Children in Brief.’’ This report collects a 
broad range of statistics that tell us about the 
promises and challenges facing America’s 
young people. The good news is, is that we 
have made significant progress during the 
past decade. Strong families and commu-
nities are instilling responsibility and char-
acter in our children, and we are seeing en-
couraging results. 

Violent crime among our teenagers has de-
creased dramatically. From 1993 to 2002, the 
rate of teens committing violent crimes 
dropped 78 percent, and the rate of teens 
becoming victims of violent crimes dropped 
74 percent. Among our youth, smoking and 
illicit drug use have declined. Teen birth 
rates have fallen to the lowest levels ever re-
corded, with the greatest progress occurring 
among African American teenagers. 

Studies tell us that children raised in a 
household with married parents are far less 
likely to live in poverty, fail at school, or have 
behavioral problems. Fortunately, after a 
decades-long downward trend, the percent-
age of children living with married parents 
has remained steady since 1995. And through 

our proposed Healthy Marriages Initiative, 
my administration is committed to ensuring 
that more of our children grow up in a stable 
home with a married mother and father. 

We are headed in the right direction, but 
we still have work to do, so my administration 
is acting to encourage teens to make healthy 
choices. Although teen drug use has de-
creased, we can and must do more. We know 
that random drug testing in schools is effec-
tive, and it allows us to identify kids who 
need help. In my most recent budget, I pro-
posed spending an additional $23 million for 
school drug testing. And although teen birth 
rates have declined, about 3 million of our 
teenagers contract sexually transmitted dis-
eases each year. So we’ve requested a dou-
bling of Federal funding for abstinence-only 
education programs. We have also requested 
$25 million for our Character Education Ini-
tiative. This program will encourage schools 
to develop curricula that promote good char-
acter and help children develop a sense of 
responsibility to their community. Today I 
urge the Congress to act on all these impor-
tant initiatives. 

When parents, schools, and government 
work together, we can counter the negative 
influences in today’s culture and send the 
right messages to our children. As yesterday’s 
report shows, we are making progress in 
changing the culture of America from one 
that said, ‘‘If it feels good, do it,’’ and ‘‘If 
you’ve got a problem, blame somebody else,’’ 
to a culture in which each of us understands 
we are responsible for the decisions we make 
in life. The decisions our children make now 
will affect their health and character for the 
rest of their lives. And when they make the 
right choices, they are preparing themselves 
to realize the bright future our Nation offers 
each of them. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:16 a.m. on 
July 16 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 17. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on July 16 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 
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